
  

S t e p  8 :S t e p  8 :
M a d e  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  w e  h a d  h a r m e d  a n dM a d e  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  w e  h a d  h a r m e d  a n d
b e c a m e  w i l l i n g  t o  m a k e  a m e n d s  t o  t h e m  a l l .b e c a m e  w i l l i n g  t o  m a k e  a m e n d s  t o  t h e m  a l l .

T r a d i t i o n  8 :T r a d i t i o n  8 :   
A l c o h o l i c s  A n o n y m o u s  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  f o r e v e rA l c o h o l i c s  A n o n y m o u s  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  f o r e v e r
n o n p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  b u t  o u r  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r s  m a yn o n p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  b u t  o u r  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r s  m a y
e m p l o y  s p e c i a l  w o r k e r s .e m p l o y  s p e c i a l  w o r k e r s .

C o n c e p t  8 :C o n c e p t  8 :
T h e  t r u s t e e s  a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p l a n n e r s  a n dT h e  t r u s t e e s  a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p l a n n e r s  a n d
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  o v e r - a l l  p o l i c y  a n d  f i n a n c e .a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  o v e r - a l l  p o l i c y  a n d  f i n a n c e .
T h e y  h a v e  c u s t o d i a l  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h eT h e y  h a v e  c u s t o d i a l  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e
s e p a r a t e l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a n d  c o n s t a n t l y  a c t i v es e p a r a t e l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a n d  c o n s t a n t l y  a c t i v e
s e r v i c e s ,  2  e x e r c i s i n g  t h i s  t h r o u g h  t h e i rs e r v i c e s ,  2  e x e r c i s i n g  t h i s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r
a b i l i t y  t o  e l e c t  a l l  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e s ea b i l i t y  t o  e l e c t  a l l  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e s e
e n t i t i e s .e n t i t i e s .

W H E N  A N Y O N E ,  A N Y W H E R E ,
R E A C H E S  O U T  F O R  H E L P ;  I  W A N T
T H E  H A N D  O F  A A  A L W A Y S  T O  B E

T H E R E .  A N D  F O R  T H A T :  I  A M
R E S P O N S I B L E .

DISTRICT 81
A U G U S T  2 0 2 3

DCM: Keith M.
keith.m@aa-seta.orgt
Alt DCM: Danny G.
danny.g@aa-seta.org

Archives: Tiffany S.
tiffany.s@aa-seta.org
Alt: Wes S.
wes.s@aa-seta.org

Correctional Facilities: Janine
janine.b@aa-seta.org

PI/CPC: Tim L.
district-81-pi-cpc@aa-seta.org
Alt: Michelle C.
michellec.aa.2022@gmail.com

Grapevine: Jan D.
e.donovan@sbcglobal.net

Literature: Ashley S.
ashley.s@aa-seta.org

Finance & Budget: 
Chair: DJ
deland.m@aa-seta.org
Treasurer: Debra
debra.s@aa-seta.org

Treatment Facilities: Brett H.
brett.h@aa-seta.org
Alt: Robert

Newsletter: Gwen R.
gwen.r@aa-seta.org

Workshop: open

Webmaster: John A.
john.a@aa-seta.org
Alt: Bill

Accessibility Chair: Lynn S.
e.lynn.s@aa-seta.org

mailto:district-81-pi-cpc@aa-seta.org


T H E  C E O ' S
M E S S A G E

August 2: District 81 meeting 7pm at Kelley’s in La Marque 4604 Gulf Fwy, La Marque, TX 77568

August 9: Correctional Facilities Committee meeting 6:30pm at the Bay Area Club, 2111 Webster
St, League City, TX 77573

August 16: Website Committee meeting 6pm online; send email to john.a@aa-seta.org to be added
to the Google Meet invite.

August 16: Literature Committee meeting 7:30pm on the back porch at the Bay Area Club, 2111
Webster St, League City, TX 77573

August 18-20: 47th Annual Hill Country Round Up at the Inn of the Hills, 1001 Junction Hwy,
Kerrville, TX 78028; see flyer!

August 25: Archives Committee meeting 2pm at the Alvin Taylor Street Club, 204 S Taylor Street,
Alvin, TX 77511

August 27: Newsletter Committee meeting 5pm at the Helen Hall Public Library, 100 W. Walker St.,
League City; email gwen.r@aa-seta.org for more info.

August 29: Grapevine Committee meeting 6pm at the Texas City Group, 518 6th Ave N, Texas City,
TX 77590

August 30: Finance & Budget meeting 6:30pm at Jason’s Deli in League City, 2755 Gulf Fwy S,
League City, TX 77573

August 30: Treatment Facilities Committee meeting 6:30pm via Zoom: 868-5564-9879; passcode:
06-10-1935

August 31: PI/CPC Committee meeting 4:45pm at the Bay Area Club, 2111 Webster St, League
City, TX 77573 

September 29 - October 1: Southwest Regional Forum at the Radisson El Paso Airport Hotel, 1770
Airway Blvd. El Paso, TX 79925; see flyer!

October 27-29: TXSCYPAA (Texas State Conference of Young People in A.A.) at the South Shore
Harbor Resort, 2500 South Shore Blvd, League City, TX 77573; see flyer!

January 12-14: Tyler A.A. Anniversary at the Tyler Rose Garden Center, 420 Rose Park Dr, Tyler,
TX 75702

January 19-21 2024: 61st Annual SETA Convention at the Moody Gardens Convention Center, 7
Hope Blvd, Galveston, TX 77554; see flyer!

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  &
C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S





The first AA meeting was established through the efforts of Mrs. Coltzer, Carl Wise of the YMCA, and Judge
Dibrell. The meeting was held in a cottage at 2519 Sealy, one block behind a gas station which was owned
by AA member Lawrence M. There was a closed meeting on Monday night and an open meeting on
Wednesday night, which Mrs. Coltzer attended. In 1945, Lawrence M. had other needs for the building so
the group met for a short time at Family Services. Then the group split into two factions. One group,
Galveston Group #1, met at the First Methodist Church on 19th and Sealy until 1961, then the Hawkins
Hotel on 15th and Seawall until 1963. After Hurricane Carla claimed the Hawkins Hotel in its wake, this
group folded. The other group, which is 33rd Street Group today, moved to an unnamed location on 8th
and Seawall for awhile and became The Goodwill Group. In 1946, it relocated to a bakery on 52nd and
Broadway. In 1958, it relocated to 1505 39th Street and was named the 39th St. Group. 

The 39th Street Group was a very interesting location. On one side was a TV repair shop owned by AA
member Jimmy D. and on the other was a bar. The walls of the building were paper thin and whoever was
speaking usually had some background music from the bar. The roof of the building leaked and when it
rained, there was always a need for furniture re-arrangement. 

In May of 1975, the 39th St. Group moved to 2001 O ½ to a two-story building owned by Mrs. Albert
Niccolai. There were meetings six days a week and the group eventually outgrew this location and moved
to 1823 33rd St. in 1980. The Galveston Club (non-AA) is still there today and rents the building to four
different AA groups which are: The New Day Group which meets seven days a week at 7:30 am, 33rd St.
Group which meets 12:00 noon, 5:30 pm seven days a week. The New Leaf Group meets on Friday night at
7:00pm. The Galveston Club building was heavily damaged during Hurricane Ike but has been rebuilt and
all the groups were back in business, holding meetings again starting on January 6th , 2009.

There have been several other AA groups that have been part of Galveston Island history and they are the
West Isle Group, Jamaica Beach Group, Phoenix Group, What’s the Point Group, and Islander Group. A
couple of meetings that closed down during Covid and haven’t resumed are the 164 Group and Down But
Not Out Group.

Please keep in mind that the above is a very short, condensed version of AA on Galveston Island. Anyone
interested in the complete version, please contact Dana H., Wes S., Tiffany S. or Tom B. of the D81
Archives Committee.

Tom B.
Dist. 81 Archives Committee Member

As most of you know, AA was founded in Akron Ohio
on June 10th , 1935. As Alcoholics Anonymous grew,
a newspaperman named Larry J. from Cleveland
Ohio moved to Houston and wrote series of six
articles for the Houston Press about alcoholism and
the new solution. Among the readers was Roy Y., who
would be the first Texan to get sober and stay sober.
AA began in Galveston in 1942 through the combined
efforts of three non-alcoholics and two alcoholics
who attended meetings at the Travis Group in
Houston. The two AA members were Bill P. and
Lawrence M. One of the non-alcoholics was Willie
Coltzer, who worked for Family Services in
Galveston. Mrs. Coltzer saw that many of her clients
were affected from alcoholism and voiced her
concern to her supervisor, Mr. Henry Renfert. Henry
introduced Mrs. Coltzer to AA member Bill P. who
brought a Big Book to her, which she promptly read.

A A  H I S T O R Y  F O R
G A L V E S T O N  I S L A N D



"My area sent me here to tell the sub-committee to cease and desist all efforts on this
project."
"I came to conference fully prepared to dislike and not support the book."
"I walked into the experience of reading the draft thinking the worst but hoping for the best."
"I really struggled with supporting this new version of our first 164, but after reading it,
instead found it to be filled with our beautiful message of recovery. The words may be
different - but the intent was clear and consistent with what is in the Fourth Edition."
"The language of the heart is very clearly represented in this book and while it will never
replace my BB, it will certainly be a great companion piece for it."

Thoughts from the GSC Members During a Two-Hour Sharing Session 
[regarding progress on the Plain & Simple Language Big Book]

(54 people came to the microphone with only 4 being in full opposition)

I heard one of our trustees share with an attendee who was really struggling with the translation
say something that made a lit of sense to me. He said to her, "The one thing you need to
remember about this book is - THIS BOOK IS NOT FOR YOU."

1

An idea, suggestion, question, concern or subject comes from an A.A.
member, GSR, DCM, Area Committee member, Delegate, Trustee, or
G.S.O./GV staff, and may be shared or discussed at the group, District
and Area Assembly and sent to the...

Conference
Coordinator

G.S.O.

2 The idea is reviewed by the G.S.O./GV staff and forwarded to...
Appropriate

Trustees'
Committee

3 Which then may refer the matter to the...
Appropriate
Conference
Committee

4 Which meeting during the General Service Conference week makes
recommendations that are presented in the Committee Report to the...

General Service
Conference

5
If a Conference Committee recommendation is approved, after full floor
discussion, it becomes a Conference Advisory Action, which becomes
binding when approved by the...

General Service
Board

N O T E S  F R O M  O U R  A R E A  D E L E G A T E  R E P O R T
The following are taken from slides presented by our Area 67 Delegate Rick M. during the SETA Conference July 8, 2023.
His presentation was primarily regarding the last General Service Conference that he attended. This is not his
comprehensive report; it is notes taken from slides regarding a few items of particular interest to our fellowship.

-Gwen R.
District 81 Newsletter Editor

The Path For An Idea to Become an Agenda Item
Deadline for Submission: September 15, 2023 (conference@aa.org)



P R O P O S E D  A G E N D A  I T E M  ( P A I )
The following is a PAI submitted to the General Service Conference by Farah E., GSR of the So Far So Good Group in
District 40, Area 67. On the facing page is chart from the General Service Office reflecting inconsistencies in the handling
of the prudent reserve funds at G.S.O. The PAI is seeking to address these discrepancies and to hold our G.S.O.
accountable to those they are meant to serve. Remember that the structure of our Fellowship is meant to be an upside-
down triangle, with its individual members at the top. We are in charge and we have a right to know how our funds are
being used.

-Gwen R.
District 81 Newsletter Editor





JULY FINANCE AND
BUDGET REPORT

F R O M  D R  B O B ' S  N I G H T M A R E


